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Bryson Morgan is a Member in the Political Law and Exempt Organizations
practice groups, where he assists advocacy groups, corporations, candidates, and
political committees to structure and conduct their political efforts in compliance
with federal, state, and local laws, and respond to government inquiries.

Mr. Morgan rejoined Caplin after serving as Investigative Counsel to the U.S.
House of Representatives Office of Congressional Ethics from 2013 to 2015, where
he conducted investigations into alleged misconduct by Members of Congress and
congressional staff. His private practice and government experience give him a
well-rounded perspective on political law compliance, and make him an authority
on congressional ethics rules and investigations.

Services

At Caplin, Mr. Morgan helps clients navigate the complex laws governing political
activity and issue advocacy at the federal, state, and local levels, including
campaign finance, lobbying, "pay-to-play," and ethics laws. He also advises
corporations, nonprofit advocacy groups, lobbying and government relations firms,
political committees, candidates, and officeholders involved in criminal and civil
political-law investigations by the Federal Election Commission ("FEC"),
Department of Justice ("DOJ"), Foreign Agents Registration Act Unit (“FARA"),
Internal Revenue Service, House Committee on Ethics, U.S. Senate Select
Committee on Ethics, Office of Congressional Ethics ("OCE"), and state and local
enforcement agencies.

Mr. Morgan's experience conducting congressional ethics investigations uniquely
positions him to advise clients through all stages of high-stakes investigations into
political activity, from responding to inquiries and requests for information, to
preparing witness testimony and negotiating settlement agreements.

Mr. Morgan is also a leading authority on campaign finance, government ethics,
and redistricting reform, and recently drafted legislation to create an independent
redistricting commission and redistricting criteria that was enacted into law by ballot
initiative in 2018.

lllustrations of Mr. Morgan's work for clients, include:
Serving as general counsel to a 2020 Democratic presidential campaign;

Serving as outside counsel to Democratic and independent congressional
candidates;

Serving as general counsel to a 2016 Democratic presidential campaign;

Advising former New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg on a potential 2016
presidential campaign;

Vetting individuals for high-level government appointments and elected
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offices;
Serving as a legal consultant for Netflix's hit series House of Cards;

Drafting legislation to create an independent redistricting commission and
statutory redistricting criteria;

Drafting legislation to reform campaign finance and government ethics
laws;

Responding to political law complaints, inquiries, and audits from
enforcement agencies;

Conducting internal investigations and compliance reviews related to
political activities;

Resolving government enforcement actions related to the Foreign Agents
Registration Act (FARA); and

Presenting training sessions to corporate and nonprofit clients on political
activity compliance and best practices.

Highlights

Mr. Morgan graduated with honors from the University of Utah and Harvard Law
School. During law school, he served as a legal clerk to the U.S. House of
Representatives Office of Congressional Ethics and interned at the U.S. Attorney's
Office in Boston, Massachusetts in the Economic Crimes Unit. He also co-founded
PlayoffPAC, which was nominated in 2011 for Sports lllustrated’'s Sportsman of the
Year award for its work in bringing down college football's unpopular former post-
season system, the Bowl Championship Series.

Prior to attending law school, Mr. Morgan co-authored a college textbook on
interest groups and lobbying in the United States, Lobbying in American (ABC-
CLIO, 2009), researched the development of interest groups in Lithuania under a
grant from the National Science Foundation, and interned at the Campaign Legal
Center, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization working in the areas of campaign
finance, redistricting, and government ethics.

Mr. Morgan currently authors two chapters of Thomson Reuters’ legal treatise on
political law addressing pay-to-play and procurement lobbying rules.

Awards & Rankings

Super Lawyers, Rising Star, Washington, D.C., 2019-Present

Recent News

Bryson Morgan Speaks to POLITICO on Campaign Finance Law,
POLITICO, October 9, 2020

Bryson Morgan Speaks on lllegal Campaign Contributions, The Salt Lake
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City Tribune, September 21, 2020

Bryson Morgan Weighs in on Buying Stocks and Congressional Ethics,
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, September 20, 2020

Caplin & Drysdale D.C. Attorneys are Recognized by Super Lawyers®,
Super Lawyers, May 4, 2020

Caplin & Drysdale Attorneys Matthew Sanderson and Bryson Morgan Join
in Filing a Comment Letter to the Department of Justice's FARA
Registration Unit, April 3, 2020

Washington Post Quotes Bryson Morgan on Campaign Finance, The
Washington Post, December 10, 2019

Bryson Morgan Talks to National Journal on House Ethics Provision,
National Journal, November 12, 2019

Caplin & Drysdale Announces the Election of Four New Members, October
1, 2019

New York Post Talks to Bryson Morgan on Potential Ethics Probe for Rep.
Omar, The New York Post, August 29, 2019

Super Lawyers® Recognizes 22 Caplin & Drysdale Attorneys in D.C.,
Super Lawyers, April 22, 2019

Click here for a full list of media coverage.

Recent Speaking Engagements

Speaker, Avoiding the Legal Pitfalls of FARA: What You Need to Know,
ALA, October 17, 2019

Speaker, Foreign Agents Registration Act: A New Era of Enforcement,
Thomson Reuters, April 10, 2019

Speaker, Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA): Compliance Objectives
for U.S. Entities, Society of Corporate Compliance and Ethics, November
19, 2018

Recent Publications

"COVID-19 Government "Re-Open" Advisory Groups Often Subject to
Lobbying and Ethics Rules", with Trevor Potter, Matthew T. Sanderson,
and Olivia N. Marshall, Caplin & Drysdale Client Alert, May 6, 2020

"Growing List of States and Localities Extend Lobbying Filing Deadlines in
Response to COVID-19 Pandemic", with Matthew T. Sanderson, Trevor
Potter, and Olivia N. Marshall, Caplin & Drysdale Client Alert, April 16,
2020
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"Businesses and Organizations Seeking Government Assistance in
COVID-19 Crisis Should Pay Attention to "Procurement Lobbying" Rules",
with Matthew T. Sanderson, Trevor Potter, and Olivia N. Marshall, Caplin &
Drysdale Client Alert, April 6, 2020

"After Multiple Lawsuits, New Jersey Nonprofit Disclosure Law
Permanently Enjoined”, with Matthew T. Sanderson, Trevor Potter, and
Olivia N. Marshall, Caplin & Drysdale Client Alert, March 18, 2020

"New Jersey Nonprofit Disclosure Law Temporarily Blocked By Federal
Judge", with Matthew T. Sanderson, Trevor Potter, and Olivia N. Marshall,
Caplin & Drysdale Client Alert, October 3, 2019

"Federal Judge Strikes Down New York Lobbying and Issue Advocacy
Donor Disclosure Requirements"”, with Matthew T. Sanderson, Trevor
Potter, and Olivia N. Marshall, Caplin & Drysdale Client Alert, October 3,
2019

"Update on Nonprofit Donor Disclosure Requirements: IRS Tries Again",
with William D. Fournier, Sharon P. Want, Meghan R. Biss, and Douglas N.
Varley, Caplin & Drysdale Client Alert, September 10, 2019

"Understanding FARA and Promoting Law Firm Compliance", with with
Rawn H. Reinhard, ALAS Loss Prevention Journal, August 6, 2019

"New Jersey Nonprofit Donor Disclosure Law Faces Lawsuit", with
Matthew T. Sanderson, Trevor Potter, and Olivia N. Marshall, Caplin &
Drysdale Client Alert, August 5, 2019

"Update on Nonprofit Donor Disclosure Requirements”, with William D.
Fournier, Sharon P. Want, Meghan R. Biss, and Douglas N. Varley, Caplin
& Drysdale Client Alert, August 1, 2019

Click here for a full list of publications.
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