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J. Clark Armitage is an experienced international tax lawyer with a focus on 
transfer pricing.

Mr. Armitage's core practice is advising multinational corporations from a wide 
range of industries on transfer pricing matters, including planning, audits and 
appeals, advance pricing agreements (APAs), and Mutual Agreement Procedures 
(“MAPs”). He has a particularly strong background in APAs, having served eight 
years in the IRS Advance Pricing Agreement Program, including as Deputy 
Director from 2008 to 2010.

Mr. Armitage also advises clients on other U.S. international tax issues. He is well-
versed with issues arising under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, including 
GILTI, FDII, BEAT, and foreign tax credit basketing. He represents clients with 
residency issues before the IRS Treaty Assistance and Interpretation Team 
(“TAIT”), helps clients navigate the U.S. federal income tax implications of bona 
fide Puerto Rican residency and status under Puerto Rico Act 20, Act 22, Act 60, 
and Act 73, and advises on permanent establishment and similar exposures.  

Highlights
During his tenure with Caplin and Drysdale, Mr. Armitage has worked on numerous 
APA and MAP cases, IRS audits and Appeals, other tax controversy work and tax 
planning for corporate and high net worth individual clients.  

During his eight years with the IRS APA Program, Mr. Armitage served as team 
leader, branch chief, and industry coordinator for three separate groups, as well as 
Deputy Director. As a frontline supervisor, he reviewed APAs developed by other 
IRS teams and coordinated development of cases in the industry coordination 
groups for Financial Products, Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices, and Auto 
and Auto Parts.  Additionally, Mr. Armitage had Program-wide responsibility for 
reviewing cases, coordinating technical issues with other branches of the Office of 
the Associate Chief Counsel (International), and helping ensure that substantive 
and procedural issues were addressed consistently across the Program.

Mr. Armitage's contributions to the APA Program were bolstered by a detail as a 
manager for the U.S. Competent Authority's Office of Tax Treaty where he was 
responsible for supervising and reviewing Competent Authority analysts with 
responsibility for Canadian cases.  In 2008, he was the APA Program's 
representative to the IRS Transfer Pricing Task Force, which brought together 
officials from across the IRS with responsibility for transfer pricing enforcement.  

Before joining the APA Program, Mr. Armitage was senior vice president for a 
venture capital fund management company, and served in London on the U.S. Tax 
Desk of a major accounting firm.  He also has worked with several leading law 
firms.
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Awards & Rankings

 The Legal 500, Recommended, 2014-Present

 The Legal 500, Top-Tier Firm, Tax - US Taxes - Contentious, 2014-
Present

 The Legal 500, International Tax Team of the Year, 2014 and 2015

 Best Lawyers in America, 2019-Present

 Acquisition International, Best for International Transfer Pricing Issues - 
Washington, D.C., 2015

Recent News

 Legal 500 Recognizes Caplin & Drysdale Attorneys, June 10, 2021

 Clark Armitage Comments on Puerto Rico and New IRS Review in 
Bloomberg, Bloomberg Law, June 3, 2021

 Tax Notes Quotes Clark Armitage on Coca-Cola Opinion and DEMPE, Tax 
Notes, May 21, 2021

 Clark Armitage Weighs in on Amazon Case Against European Commission 
in Tax Notes, Tax Notes, May 14, 2021

 Clark Armitage and Dianne Mehany Weigh in on Act 20 and Act 22 
Beneficiaries in Puerto Rico, The Weekly Journal, April 7, 2021

 Tax Notes Quotes Clark Armitage on Recent Coca-Cola Ruling, Tax 
Notes, November 30, 2020

 Caplin & Drysdale Earns Top Ranking in 2021 "Best Lawyers in America", 
U.S. News & World Report, August 20, 2020

 17 Caplin & Drysdale Attorneys Recognized in 2020 Legal 500 Ranking, 
The Legal 500, July 6, 2020

 Clark Armitage Weighs in on the Global Tax Regime in POLITICO, 
POLITICO, February 22, 2020

 New York Times Quotes Clark Armitage on OECD Digital Tax 
Negotiations, New York Times, January 23, 2020

Click here for a full list of media coverage.

Recent Speaking Engagements
Mr. Armitage speaks before professional associations and at conferences. He 
formerly taught “Introduction to Transfer Pricing” as an adjunct professor for the 

http://www.capdale.com/newsandevents.aspx?search=1&bio=3496
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Georgetown University Law Center. Recent engagements include:

 Speaker, United States Tax Court: Coca-Cola Co. v. Comm'r, International 
Fiscal Association Webinar Series: A Conversation on International Tax 
Practice Landmark Court Cases Decided in 2020 - 2021, May 20, 2021

 Panelist, APAs & MAP – Lessons from the Past and What to Expect Going 
Forward, TP Minds Canada, February 23, 2021

 Moderator, COVID-19 and the Pandemic Recession, NYU School of Law 
International Tax Program, Transfer Pricing: Burning Issues for 2021, 
November 24, 2020

 Panelist, Transfer Pricing Insurance: A New Way of Thinking About Tax 
Certainty?, National Association for Business Economics, 10th Annual 
NABE Transfer Pricing Symposium, July 21, 2020

 Chair, Working Parties, 7th Annual University of San Diego School of Law 
Transfer Pricing Symposium, April 2, 2020

 Panelist, APAs & MAP, TP Minds Americas, February 25, 2020

 Speaker, Workshop C: Arbitration in MAP: How to Avoid Pitfalls and 
Optimize Outcomes, TP Minds Americas, February 24, 2020

 Speaker, Global Perspectives on Transfer Pricing Issues: China, India, and 
LATAM, ITR Global Transfer Pricing Forum - Europe 2019, September 26, 
2019

 Panelist, Impact of U.S. Tax Reform on Transfer Pricing - The Industry 
View, AICPA & CIMA U.S. Tax Update Conference, September 23, 2019

 Moderator, Structuring to Address the Base Erosion and Anti-Abuse Tax, 
AICPA & CIMA U.S. Tax Update Conference, September 23, 2019

Click here for a full list of speaking engagements.

Recent Publications

 "Biden's Proposed Tax Increases – How Do they Affect Bona Fide 
Residents of Puerto Rico?", Caplin & Drysdale Client Alert, June 1, 2021

 "Is an Act 60 Taxpayer Required to Have a Transfer Pricing Study?", with 
Sean Faulkner, Caplin & Drysdale Client Alert, April 28, 2021

 "IRS to "Campaign" into Puerto Rico; How can Taxpayers Defend?", with 
Tom Duffy, Caplin & Drysdale Client Alert, February 3, 2021

 "Coke Concentrate: A Recipe for Understanding the IRS's Biggest Win in 
40 Years", with Heather D. Schafroth, Elizabeth J. Stevens, and H. David 
Rosenbloom, IBFD International Transfer Pricing Journal, January 28, 
2021

http://www.capdale.com/newsandevents.aspx?search=1&bio=3496
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 "The Adams Challenge Tax Court Decision Reinforces the Benefits of 
Foreign Taxpayers Filing Protective U.S. Returns", with James E. Salles 
and H. David Rosenbloom, Caplin & Drysdale Client Alert, January 26, 
2021

 "IRS Wins Big in The Coca-Cola Company & Subs. v. Commissioner", with 
Kirsten Burmester, H. David Rosenbloom, Heather D. Schafroth, and 
Elizabeth J. Stevens, Caplin & Drysdale Client Alert, November 23, 2020

 "Financier Worldwide Annual Review: Transfer Pricing 2020 – United 
States", with Elizabeth J. Stevens, Financier Worldwide, October 5, 2020

 "IRS Kicks Off Post-Altera Audit Adjustments", with Charles M. 
Ruchelman, Leighanne Scott, and Elizabeth J. Stevens, Caplin & Drysdale 
Client Alert, September 21, 2020

 "September 15th Deadline for Taxpayer Participation in North Carolina 
Transfer Pricing Resolution Initiative", with Leighanne Scott, Caplin & 
Drysdale Client Alert, August 24, 2020

 "Treasury Finalizes GILTI High-Tax Exclusion Rules", with Jonathan S. 
Brenner and Michael Goon , Caplin & Drysdale Client Alert, July 28, 2020

Click here for a full list of publications.

http://www.capdale.com/publications.aspx?search=1&bio=3496

